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Ex-dean 
at USC 
kept job 
despite 
issues 


Puliafito’s drinking 
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EARTHQUAKE’S TOLL RISES 


Soldiers carry the body of a quake victim in Sarpol-e Zahab, Iran. The number killed has surpassed 400, 
with thousands more injured, even as Iran and Iraq sought to rush aid to quake areas. WORLD, A3 


FBI INFORMANT 
IS TRIPPED UP 


BY HIS PAST 


‘Captain America’ helped target 
corruption. Then it all unraveled. 


eles Cimes 


latimes.com 


GOP leaders 


step up calls 
for Moore 
to quit race 


The Alabama Senate 
candidate could face 
expulsion if he wins. 

A fifth accuser alleges 
sexual misconduct. 


By Lisa MASCARO 
AND NINA AGRAWAL 


WASHINGTON — Amid 
new allegations that Ala- 
bama Senate candidate Roy 
Moore molested teenage 
girls decades ago, Republi- 
can leaders intensified their 
calls Monday for him to quit 
the race, even threatening to 
expel Moore if he wins. 

The accusations against 
Moore have thrown the GOP 
into a crisis, splintering the 
party and risking defeat in 
the Dec. 12 special election, 
for which polls show Democ- 
rat Doug Jones now has a 
narrow lead in the Deep 
South state. 

On Monday, Senate Ma- 
jority Leader Mitch Mc- 
Connell (R-Ky.) called on 
Moore to withdraw from the 
race. The head of the Senate 
Republican campaign com- 


mittee, Sen. Cory Gardner 
(R-Colo.), said the chamber 
should vote to expel Moore if 
he is elected by Alabama 
voters. 

“I believe the women,” 
McConnell told reporters 
Monday in Kentucky. “I 
think he should step aside.” 

In areport published last 
week, four women told the 
Washington Post that they 
had been pursued by Moore 
when they were in their 
teens — one as young as 14 — 
and he was in his 30s. The 
revelations come as the na- 
tion is grappling with wide- 
spread claims of sexual mis- 
conduct at the highest levels 
of entertainment, media 
and business. 

Another Alabama wom- 
an stepped forward Monday, 
alleging Moore tried to force 
her into a sexual position 
when she was 16 after offer- 
ing to give her a ride home 
from her waitress shift in the 
late 1970s. 

Beverly Young Nelson, 
who turns 56 on Tuesday, 
said Moore, then a 30-year- 
old deputy district attorney 
in Etowah County, had been 
a regular customer at the 

[See Moore, A6] 


drew complaints five 
years ago, but school 
leaders didn’t report 
him to medical board. 


By JOEL RUBIN AND MATT HAMILTON But, last year, when the first case went 
to court, the star witness dropped a bomb- 
shell. 

“Captain America,” it turned out, 
wasn’t the man sheriff’s investigators 
thought he was. 

Albino Mendoza’s instincts were to 
steer clear when an FBI agent approached 
him in 2012. 

The tow truck driver was living in the 
country illegally and had a criminal his- 
tory that included convictions for burgla- 
ry, credit card fraud and other crimes, 
court and FBI records show. 

He had been previously deported back 


he evidence seemed over- 
whelming. 

A Los Angeles County sher- 
iff’s deputy was caught on vi- 
deo stealing trim from an im- 
pounded vehicle. Another deputy was 
captured taking cash after a motorist was 
shaken down to avoid his car being towed. 
A third was caught on tape rummaging 
through an SUV at atow yard and accused 

of pilfering designer sunglasses from it. 
The case was built around an inform- 
ant who had worked for the FBI — a tow 
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BEVERLY YOUNG NELSON said Roy Moore tried 
to get her into a sexual position when she was 16 and 
he was 30. His campaign dismissed the allegations. 


By PAUL PRINGLE 
AND ADAM ELMAHREK 


For years, the troubling 
reports circulated among 
the faculty of USC’s Keck 
School of Medicine: Their 
dean had a drinking prob- 


Sessions has some 


lem. truck driver given the code name “Captain to Mexico and then returned to California e e 

One colleague told of wit- America.” to live under a fake name, Damian Cas- 
nessing a boozy Dr. Carmen The secret recordings he made were tillo. With his new identity, he had begun exp unng O O 
Puliafito reeling and enough for local prosecutors to bring cor- driving for tow companies in the constella- 


shouting at a university din- 
ner. Another said Puliafito 
appeared drunk at an off- 


ruption charges against three deputies 
and a sheriff’s parking enforcement offi- 
cer, alleging bribery and theft. 


tion of small industrial cities that ring Los 
Angeles to the south. He got married and 
had three chil- [See Informant, A8] 


campus gathering as he 
spilled into his car and drove 
away. 

Then there was a Keck 
medical conference, a re- 
searcher who attended re- 
called, in which the dean 
seemed inebriated when he 
fell asleep in his chair. 

Complaints of Puliafito’s 
drinking began to reach 
USC administrators more 
than five years ago. Then in 
2016, and again last March, 
the university received infor- 
mation that Puliafito was in 
a hotel room with a young 
woman who suffered a drug 
overdose. 

But USC allowed Puli- 
afito to remain at the Keck 
school, where the renowned 
eye surgeon continued to 
treat patients. The uni- 
versity did not report him to 
the California Medical 
Board during that period, a 
USC source confirmed. The 
board routinely suspends 

[See USC dean, A9] 


The league’s 
top rookie 


The Dodgers’ Cody 
Bellinger, who hit 39 
home runs, is unani- 
mously selected the 
National League’s 
rookie of the year. The 
Dodgers have won the 
award 18 times, more 
than twice as many as 
any other team. The 
American League win- 
ner is Aaron Judge of 
the Yankees. SPORTS, D1 


ROBERT GAUTHIER Los Angeles Times 


ALBINO MENDOZA at a detention facility last year. Under the code name 
“Captain America,” he helped the FBI in an L.A. sheriff’s corruption case. 
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at House hearing 


New revelations raise 
doubts about his past 
Russia testimony. 


By JOSEPH TANFANI 


WASHINGTON — For 
Atty. Gen. Jeff Sessions, 
questions about the Trump 
campaign and Russia have 
become a nagging headache 
that won’t go away. 

Three times he has ap- 
peared before his former col- 
leagues in the Senate and 
answered questions about 
what he knew about con- 
tacts with Russians during 
the campaign. Three times 
Sessions stumbled, issuing 
denials that later proved to 
be incomplete or wrong. 

On Tuesday, the nation’s 
highest lawman will face an- 
other grilling on Capitol Hill, 


this time prompted by 
claims in court documents 
and congressional testi- 
mony that he was told of at 
least two aides’ meetings 
with Russian officials — de- 
spite his claim last month 
that he was unaware of any 
such contacts. 

“The facts appear to con- 
tradict your sworn testi- 
mony on several occasions,” 
all 17 Democrats on the 
House Judiciary Committee 
wrote to Sessions last week 
inadvance ofhis appearance 
there. 

Sessions will appear a 
day after the Justice Depart- 
ment informed the commit- 
tee that he is considering ap- 
pointing a second special 
prosecutor — this time to in- 
vestigate allegations involv- 
ing Hillary Clinton, a move 
that President Trump has 
long demanded. 

[See Sessions, A11] 


Trump skips human rights on Asia trip 


Publicly, president 
focuses on powerful 
hosts’ hospitality. 


By NOAH BIERMAN 


MANILA — After Il days 
of honor guards, dancing 
children, palace banquets, 
deference from Asian lead- 


and ceremony with a sticky 
dispute over human rights. 
So as he met in Manila 
with Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte, a leader 
accused of overseeing a 
broad crackdown on sus- 
pected drug dealers that has 
left thousands of people 
dead without charges or tri- 
als, Trump ignored report- 
ers’ questions about human 
rights and instead focused 


reporters. Duterte, host of 
this year’s summit of the 
Assn. of Southeast Asian 
Nations, dismissed the re- 
porters as “spies” and didn’t 
conceal his displeasure at 
their presence as he had 
them quickly hustled out. 
Trump, in his later ad- 
dress at the summit, praised 
Duterte in an aside: “Rod- 
rigo, I would like to com- 
mend you on your success as 


the talent at that show — I 
assume mostly from the 
Philippines — was fantas- 
tic,” he continued. “And you 
were fantastic.” 

The list of organizations 
condemning Duterte’s hu- 
man rights violations is long 
and includes the U.S. Con- 
gress, the European Union, 
the United Nations and the 
global group Human Rights 
Watch. 


Weather ers and an audience withan onthe hospitality. ASEAN chair at this critical Trump joked with 
Partly cloudy. emperor, President Trump “We've had a great rela- momentintime,andinthe Duterteand enthused about 
L.A. Basin: 77/59. B6 7 85944100200" 5 on Monday seemed deter- tionship,” Trump saidashe association’s history. the Philippines’ great 

mined not to spoil the pomp and Duterte briefly met with “And the show last night, [See Trump, A4] 


